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EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN COUNCIL

AMENITIES AND TOURISM COMMITTEE – 8th March 2018 at 7.00pm

Present: Cllr Peacock (Chairman)
Cllr Mrs Mainstone (Vice Chairman)

Councillors: Dabell, Favor, Mockford and Sweatman

Officers  Present:  The Town Clerk, Town Promotions Manager, Estates Manager and 
Cemetery and Compliance Officer  

296 PUBLIC QUESTIONS

There being no questions the chairman moved along with the agenda

297 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Cllr Mrs Belsey Attending MSDC  meeting 
Cllr Mrs Mockford Attending Charity meeting 
Cllr Osborne Attending Charity meeting 
Cllr Whittaker Attending Charity meeting 
Cllr Wyan Attending MSDC meeting   

298 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were none 

299 MINUTES

To approve the Minutes of the meetings held 7th December 2017 and 18th January 
2018

RESOLVED: that the chairman sign the minutes of 7th December and 18th

January as the true and correct minutes of those meetings   

300 CHAIRMANS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Chairman reported that the papers were written before the snow, and he wanted 
to note that the outside services team worked two days clearing the snow from the 
town, they did check the grit bins on Thursday and made sure that they were at least 
25% full.  There was a report of a car taking some salt from the Imberhorne Lane bin, 
the police have confirmed this was an EG resident (DVLA registered) and therefore 
there is nothing further to do as the EG residents are welcome to use the salt 
regardless as to where they live, providing it goes on the publicly owned (WSCC) 
highway (which may include the pavement – but not private drives). He thanked all 
staff and Cllr Sweatman who had assisted in snow clearance.  

St Margarets Loop - the scheme is progressing with discussions with the landowners, 
it may be that Railway Paths are not allowed to give the structures that support the 
public highway to anyone other than West Sussex highways so it may be that the 
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bridges cannot be transferred to us (which was a concern of the committee last time).   
We await further developments.  In the meantime it was nice that a local action group 
did go in to the cutting and clear under green hedges bridge (Martells land), sadly as 
usual, there have been new trollies etc dumped since then.         

301 TOWN PROMOTIONS MANAGERS REPORT

The Chairman introduced the report and thanked southern railways’ Kate Richards 
for her work with Dawn to place the artwork.
The Vice Chairman advised that the intention this year will be for Dawn to take Feast 
Grinstead to Chequer Mead, while there will be a cost to hire the rooms the event will 
be cost neutral. 
Dawn is attending an event with community rail partnership on 16th May to make 
leaflets available to the public at London Bridge Station and also on the Bedford / EG 
connection for the new Govia Thameslink service it may be that there will be some 
dignitary events in Bedford and East Grinstead to highlight the new connection and 
promote East Grinstead as a result.

The report was noted 

302 ESTATE MANAGERS REPORT

The Chairman introduced the report and highlighted the CCTV contract that has now 
moved to selection of a contractor within the budget of 15k and to include the public 
toilets.  However as East Court is a listed building and in a conservation area 
planning will need to be applied for. 
The Estates Manager explained that the gateway to the town signs had rotted and so 
would be replaced with stainless steel poles and would have 3 hanging baskets as 
well as standing in a large planter.  

It was confirmed that there had been no cost associated with registering the defib 
with the heart safe website. 

The report was noted 

303 BURIAL REPORT

The Chairman welcomed Sarah Jones as the Cemetery and Compliance Officer. The 
Vice Chair felt that the idea of a cemetery friends group was a good one and she 
supported the proposal.  It was thought this would help with our bid for lottery money 
for the works on Queens Road.

RESOLVED: to agree to the registration with the National Federation 
of Cemetery Friends and to pursue our own local group. 

The Chairman also noted the progress on the Badger presence in the cemetery. It 
was agreed that the Council would continue legally and sensitively to resolve this.     

304 DELEGATED DECISIONS

There were none to note  

305 CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
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The Chairman outlined the process to date and was pleased to report that the final 
figures once the former Christmas Lights Committee donation is received will be 
within budget. The Committee viewed the scheme.

RESOLVED:  To award the contract for the Christmas Lights for the next 5 years to 
Festive Lighting. 

306 JUBILEE WATER FOUNTAIN

The Clerk introduced the report explaining about the contact and initial discussions 
with West Sussex and Mid Sussex as to access to funding.  She explained the 
background to the offer that this was part of the Government initiative to reduce the 
bottled water plastic problem.  Bottles could be refilled and reused rather than thrown 
away. 

The Committee had concerns that the ongoing costs had not been established and 
there was a concern as to public health and the liability should someone come down 
with something from the water.  The Committee like the idea of bringing the fountain 
back in to use but at the moment felt it was a bit of an unknown as to the council’s 
liability, the government may even make grants available in time.  They would want a 
lot more work in to the implications and responsibilities before they could consider 
this They did not want to give the donor the impression that the project would go 
forward at this time, without all of this information.

RESOLVED: The offer of paying for the survey to be declined with 
thanks. When the time was right to consider afresh the Council will do 
so.     

307 WAYFINDING

The Chairman introduced the paper and indicated that the Clerk was seeking some 
guidance as to what type of signs were wanted. She explained how the futuristic 
moving signs worked but was not sure that these would work well in the setting of the 
High Street.  Likewise the oldie worldy finger posts only have so much information 
and these should be used for town promotion of historic facts, museum and other 
attractions.   

The Committee were taken with the moving signs but were not sure that they would 
work in the town, they were keen on vandal-proof signs as far as possible but also to 
have information, QR codes and real time information on electronic signs such as 
railway information. 

RESOLVED:  Officers were approved to draw up a scheme with mixed 
ideas of notice boards/ finger markers along with costs and bring this 
back at a later time.     

308  UPCOMING EVENTS

The Committee were happy with the arrangements as set out for East Court Live.
There was a discussion as to the Armed Forces Day and the Committee felt it very 
important to invest this year as it was a significant year and this event needed to be a 
flagship in the District and County. They discussed the royal wedding picnic and were 
keen to ensure that the Council were seen to be jt hosts and sponsors.  
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RESOLVED :  The Committee agreed to the joint hosting of the Royal 
Wedding picnic and a contribution of £500 plus additional costs in kind 
as set out in the report. 

309 TOWN TOURISM STRATEGY

The Chairman introduced the report and referred to comments sent in advance of the 
meeting from other Council Members.  The Clerk advised that the idea was to start 
rolling out the strategies for the services, the Chairman has been asking for a 
Tourism Strategy for a while and this sets out the annual tasks along with the larger 
profile.  She also referred to a meeting she was to attend to look at a strategy for 
West Sussex which this would feed in to. The Committee thanked Dawn for the draft 
strategy and the content therein.  

RESOLVED :  To approve the Tourism Strategy.

310 FREE USE OF ROOMS

Committee considered the request but felt that Age UK had a facility that could be 
utilised outside of the working day when the services were being provided.  They 
were concerned it would simply encourage other Charities to likewise ask for free 
rooms, which places a strain on the Council resources.   The existing list has been 
scrutinized and remains under review.

RESOLVED:  To advise AGE UK that regrettably the Council 
are unable to accede to their request   

311 ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS

There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.42 pm.

SIGNED:

CHAIRMAN


